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SECTION B - Supplies or Services/Prices
B-1 Local Clauses EPA-B-32-103 LIMITATION OF GOVERNMENT'S OBLIGATION

(a) Severable services may be incrementally funded. Non-severable services shall not be incrementally funded.
Contract line item 0001 is severable and may be incrementally funded. For this item, the sum of $177,873.00 of the
total price is presently available for payment and allotted to this item.

(b) For items identified in paragraph (a) of this clause, the Contractor agrees to perform up to the point at which the
total amount payable by the Government, including reimbursement in the event of termination of those items for the
Government's convenience, approximates the total amount currently allotted for those items to the contract. The
Contractor shall not continue work on those items beyond that point. Subject to the clause entitled "Termination for
Convenience of the Government," the Government will not be obligated, under any circumstances, to reimburse the
Contractor in excess of the amount payable by the Government in the event of the termination of applicable contract
line items for convenience including costs, profit, and estimated termination costs for those line items.

(c) Notwithstanding the dates specified in the allotment schedule in paragraph (h) of this clause, the Contractor will
notify the Contracting Officer, in writing, at least 10 days prior to the date when, in the Contractor's best judgment,
the work will reach the point at which the total amount payable by the Government, including any cost for
termination for convenience, will approximate 85 percent of the total amount currently allotted to the contract for
performance of the applicable items. The notification will state (1) the estimated date when that point will be
reached and (2) an estimate of additional funding, if any, needed to continue performance of the applicable line
items up to the next scheduled date for the allotment of funds identified in paragraph (a) of this clause, or to a
substitute date as determined by the Government pursuant to paragraph (d) of this clause. If, after such notification,
additional funds are not allotted by the date identified in the Contractor's notification, or by an agreed substitute
date, the Contracting Officer will terminate any item(s) for which additional funds have not been allotted, pursuant
to the clause entitled "Termination for Convenience of the Government."

(d) The parties contemplate that, subject to the availability of appropriations, the Government may allot additional
funds for continued performance of the contract line items identified in paragraph (a) of this clause and will
determine the estimated period of contract performance which will be covered by the funds. If additional funds are
allotted, the Contracting Officer will notify the Contractor in writing. The Contractor shall not resume performance
of the contract line items identified in paragraph (a) until the written notice is received. The provisions of paragraphs
(b) through (d) of this clause will apply in like manner to the additional allotted funds and to the new estimated
period of contract performance. The contract will be modified accordingly.

(e) The Government may, at any time prior to termination, allot additional funds for the performance of the contract
line items identified in paragraph (a) of this clause.

(f) The termination provisions of this clause do not limit the rights of the Government under the clause entitled
"Default”. The provisions of this clause are limited to the work and allotment of funds for the contract line items set
forth in paragraph (a) of this clause. This clause no longer applies once the contract is fully funded.

(g) Nothing in this clause affects the right of the Government to otherwise terminate this contract pursuant to the
contract clause entitled "Termination for Convenience of the Government".

(h) The parties contemplate that the Government may obligate funds to this contract in accordance with the
following schedule:



RECAPITULATION:

RECAPITULATION OF FUNDING TO DATE
CONTRACT NO. 6BHERC20D0016
TASK ORDER NO. 68HERC21F0175

BASE Period of Performance - FROM 3/25/2021 through 3/24/2022

FUNDING ACTION FUNDING

Total BASE Period Amount: $ 352,663.98
Initial Incremental Funding: $ 177,873.00
Balance Unfunded $ 174,790.98

SECTION F - Deliveries or Performance
F-1 Local Clauses EPA-F-12-101 PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE

The period of performance for line item 0001 (Base Period) of this Task Order shall be from 03/25/2021 through
03/24/2022, inclusive of all required reports.

The period of performance for line item 0002 (Option Period 1) of this Task Order shall be from 03/25/2022 through
03/24/2023, inclusive of all required reports, if exercised.

SECTION G - Contract Administration Data
G-1 Local Clauses EPA-G-42-101 CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION REPRESENTATIVES

Task Order-Level Contracting Officers Representatives (CORs)/Project Officers for this contract are as follows:
Shamima Akhter, 202-566-1341, Akhter.Shamima@epa.gov (TOCOR)

Lesley D’Anglada, 202-566-1125, DAnglada.Lesley @epa.gov (Alternate TOCOR)

Contracting Officials responsible for administering this contract are as follows:
Keith Pfeffer, 513-487-2034, Pfeffer.Keith@epa.gov (Contracting Officer)

Ernie Forrest, 513-569-7414, Forrest.Earnest@epa.gov (Contract Specialist)



PERFORMANCE WORK STATEMENT
Contractor: Tetra Tech
Contract No. 6SHERC20D0016
Task Order# TBD (PR-OW-21-00171)

A. TITLE: Technical Support for Development of Human Health and Aquatic
Life Water Quality Criteria

B. Task Order Contracting Officer Representative (TOCOR)

NAME:  Shamima Akhter

OFFICE/DIVISION: Office of Water/Office of Science and Technology/Health and
Ecological Criteria Division 4304(T)

TITLE: Microbiologist

PHONE: 202-566-1341

FAX: 202-566-1140

E-MAIL: Akhter.shamima@epa.gov

Alternate TOCOR (ALTTOCOR)

NAME:  Lesley DAnglada

OFFICE/DIVISION: Office of Water/Office of Science and Technology/Health and
Ecological Criteria Division (4304T)

TITLE: Microbiologist

PHONE: 202-566-1125

FAX: 202-566-1140

E-MAIL: DAnglada.Lesley@epa.gov

PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE:

Base Year: 03/30/2021 to 03/29/2022 (continuation from previous task order
(6BHERC20F0183)

Option Year 1: 03/30/2022 to 03/29/2023

Level of Efforts (LOE):

It is anticipated that the number of hours required for each period is as follows:

Base Year: 2440 hours
Option Year 1: 1360 hours
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C. TASKS:
TASK 1 — Monthly Progress Reports

In accordance with Contract attachment 3, reports of Work, this task includes monthly progress and
financial reports. The monthly progress report shall indicate, in a separate QA section, whether
significant QA issues have been identified and how they are being resolved. Monthly financial
reports shall include a table with the invoice and costs broken out by the tasks in this task order.

TASK 2 — Quality Assurance

This task order requires the use of only existing data. This Quality Assurance Section only applies to
Subtask F of Task 3. The tasks in this Performance Work Statement (PWS) require the use of
secondary data/analyses, model application and fall under the scope of the approved contract-level
quality assurance project plan (QAPP) (EP-C-11-009; WA # 4-60) and the supplemental quality
assurance project plan (QAPP) Number 403 (Revision 2) (EP-C-14-016, WA# 1-15), February 16,
2016. Consistent with the Agency’s quality assurance (QA) requirements, the contractor shall assure
the quality and analyses of the secondary data to be used under this task order.

Any additional quality assurance requirements shall be addressed in the cost proposal and monthly
progress reports and, if needed, be covered by a task order-specific QAPP supplement, which shall be
approved by the EPA TOCOR & HECD QA Coordinator (QAC) before activities covered by the
additional QA requirements through-out performance of Subtask F of this task order.

Subtask F in this TO requires the use of secondary data and shall be implemented in accordance with
approved project-specific QAPP (EP-C-11-009; WA # 4-60) and the supplemental quality assurance
project plan (QAPP) Number 403 (Revision 2) (EP-C-14-016, WA# 1-15), February 16, 2016 to
assure that the quality of the primary or secondary data and analyses (including modeling and
statistical analyses) are accurate and correct.

Subtask 2.1: Information Quality Guidelines & Information Quality Review

The contractor shall ensure the products developed under this work assignment comply with the EPA
Information Quality Guidelines and shall complete the Checklist for Influential Information as
needed for each deliverable from this task order as they may be used in Agency decision-making
and/or will be publicly available documents http://www.epa.gov/quality/informationguidelines/. The
TOCOR will provide the checklist to the contractor. The contractor shall provide a memorandum
describing how the planned product(s) developed meet EPA’s Information Quality Guidelines
checklist. As part of that memo, the contractor shall document the quality assurance procedures it
used in developing the deliverables under this task order. The contractor shall provide the memo at
the time it delivers the Final Summary Report. As requested by the TOCOR, the contractor shall
have a teleconference with the TOCOR to discuss the Guidelines and the contractor’s role in
completing the checklist.
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TASK 3 — Provide Technical Support

Background: In June 2015, EPA published final updated ambient water quality criteria for the
protection of human health for 94 chemical pollutants. Ambient water quality criteria developed by
EPA under Clean Water Act section 304(a) represent specific levels of chemicals or conditions in a
water body that are not expected to cause adverse effects to human health. EPA is required to develop
and publish water quality criteria that reflect the latest scientific knowledge. These revised human
health criteria to reflect the latest scientific information, including updated exposure factors (body
weight, drinking water consumption rates, fish consumption rate), bioaccumulation factors, and
toxicity factors (reference dose, cancer slope factor). The criteria were updated to follow the current
EPA methodology for deriving human health criteria (USEPA 2000). EPA also developed chemical
specific science documents for each of the 94 chemical pollutants. The science documents detail the
latest scientific information supporting the updated final human health criteria, particularly the
updated toxicity and exposure input values.

Due to outstanding technical issues, EPA did not update human health criteria for the following
chemical pollutants at this time: antimony, arsenic, asbestos, barium, beryllium, cadmium,
chromium (III and VI), copper, manganese, methylmercury, nickel, nitrates, nitrosamines,
Nnitrosodibutylamine, N-nitrosodiethylamine, N-nitrosopyrrolidine, N-nitrosodimethylamine,
Nnitrosodi- n-propylamine, N-nitrosodiphenylamine, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), selenium,
thallium, zinc, or 2,3,7,8-TCDD (dioxin).

Task Description: The contractor shall provide technical support for subtask 3.F as described in this
PWS. This includes collection and evaluation of the state-of-the-science for specific contaminants
and development of human health water quality criteria. Specific activities shall include conducting
literature searches and performing systematic reviews; synthesizing evidence from peer reviewed
literature and guideline studies to support hazard identification and dose-response modeling for
specific contaminants and groups of contaminants; synthesizing evidence from peer reviewed
literature, reports and databases to support human health risk and exposure assessments, including
occurrence and prevalence of pollutants and routes of exposure; providing technical support in dose-
response modeling and statistical analyses of exposure, toxicity and human health data to derive
reference values; assessing the potential impact of contaminants on sensitive populations/life-stages
in humans; preparing human health risk assessment documents; evaluating distributional or
probabilistic approaches for criteria development; responding to Agency and external reviewers’
comments; assisting and conducting webinars/workshops; and developing communication materials
and Federal Register notices in supporting OST/HECD’s mission in evaluating contaminants to
protect public health.

The Contractor shall perform the specific tasks in the PWS in accordance with the appropriate
EPA risk assessment guidance and science policy guidance (e.g., 2000 Methodology for
Deriving Ambient Water Quality Criteria for the Protection of Human Health, 2005
Guidelines for Carcinogenic Risk Assessment, 1985 etc.
https://www.epa.gov/wgc/methodology-deriving-ambient-water-quality-criteria-protection-
human-health-2000-documents
https://www.epa.gov/risk/guidelines-carcinogen-risk-assessment
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https:/mepis.epa.gcov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/30004TZX . TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument& Client=EP
A&Index=2000+Thru+2005&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocR
estrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldY ear=& QFieldMonth=& QFicldDay=&IntQFi
eldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D %3 A %5Czvfiles % 5Clndex %20Data%5C00
thru05%5CTxt%5C00000002%5C30004TZX . txt& User=ANONYMOUS &Password=anony
mous&SortMethod=h%7C-
&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=175g8/r75¢8/x150y150216/1425
&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=7ZvActionL&Back=7ZvActionS &BackDesc=R
esults%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZvEntry=1&SeckPage=x&ZyPURL).

Subtask 3. F: The Contractor shall prepare, evaluate, and revise technical support documents for the
development of human health ambient water quality criteria. These documents shall include hazard
identification, metabolism, exposure assessment, mode of action analysis, dose-response modeling,
susceptibility/sensitivity and uncertainty analysis and risk characterization of contaminants to develop
human health criteria for various water media (e.g., surface water and drinking water). Additionally,
the Contractor shall identify and include information on effective risk management practices and risk
reduction approaches when available. The contractor shall evaluate the literature and using EPA
methodology determine the appropriate relative source contribution, bioaccumulation factors, and
toxicity factors (reference dose, cancer slope factor). EPA has done a preliminary evaluation for updated
toxicity values that can be shared.

The contractor shall develop updated ambient water quality criteria for the 24 contaminants (Arsenic,
Antimony, Asbestos, Barium, Beryllium, Cadmium, Chromium III, Chromium VI, Copper,
Manganese, Methylmercury, Nickel, Nitrate, Nitrosamines, N-nitrosodibutylamine, N-
nitrosodiethylamine, N-nitrosodimethylamine, N-nitrosodi-n-propylamine, N-nitrosodiphenylamine,
N-nitrosopyrrolidine, Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), Thallium, Selenium, Zinc, 2,3,7,8-TCDD
(dioxin) that were not addressed in EPA’s 2015 update.

The contractor shall develop chemical-specific science documents for each of the 24 chemical pollutants.
The science documents shall detail the latest scientific information supporting the updated final human
health criteria, particularly the updated toxicity and exposure input values described in the June 2015
update (body weight, drinking water consumption rates, fish consumption rate).

Additionally, the contractor shall provide support to EPA with developing its pre-Contaminant
Candidate List 5 (PCCLS), performing data extraction from studies and assessments, and with
developing technical documents for CCL4. Support performing QC reviews of health effects
documents and reviewing statistical calculations.

Subtask 3.F.1: In addition to the tasks described under Subtask 3.F of Task order TBD, the
contractor shall perform the following tasks related to calculating national bioaccumulation factors
(BAFs) to support the development of updated human health ambient water quality criteria (HH-
AWQCQC) for the contaminants that were not addressed in EPA’s 2015 update:
¢ Evaluate the variability of BAF and BCF values from literature that the contractor has
screened for use in supporting the development of HH-AWQC.
e Perform correlations of metals concentrations and applicable parameters recommended in
EPA’s (2007) Framework for Metals Risk Assessment for discussion with EPA.
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¢ Once final draft BAFs are developed and reviewed by EPA, provide support to EPA in
developing a spreadsheet and description of these BAF calculations for public comment.

¢ Provide support to EPA in responding to public comments received on the final draft BAFs
and preparing final BAF values and documentation to support developing final HH-AWQC.

e Prepare ADA 508-compliant versions of final criteria documents.

e Develop a final BAF calculation spreadsheet and companion document for the updated 24
criteria chemicals.

e Complete literature review and perform BAF calculations for perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA)
and perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS).

The contractor shall assist the TOCOR in response to comments and revisions to technical support
documents for the development of human health ambient water quality criteria.

Technical Editing: The contractor shall provide technical editing of varying degrees. The contractor
shall review reports for subtask F of task 3 to ensure correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation;
consistency of capitalization, spelling, and hyphenation; agreement of subjects and verbs; check
materials, especially tables, figures, units of measure, headings, etc. for consistency of style and
format; check placement of tables and figures; and many other details of style. The Contractor shall
cross-check references cited in the document to ensure that only those references are included in the
reference list. References in the reference list shall be reviewed to ensure that they are complete,
accurate, and properly formatted.

The contractor shall make any necessary revisions and/or formatting corrections to documents. The
contractor shall use features of MS Word as needed (e.g., indexing, generated Table of Contents,
styles, text art, graphics, etc.). Placement of figures and tables, pagination, and visual checks of page
layout shall be completed before a document is submitted to the EPA. Revisions made to documents
shall be proofread to ensure consistency and accuracy.

o Technical Edits for GenX and Perfluorobutane Sulfonic Acid (PFBS) Toxicity Values
Documents

e Once given direction from EPA that the MS Word versions of the GenX and PFBS documents
are final, the contractor shall convert the MS Word documents to 508-compliant PDF files.

Technical Editing of Non-PFAS Related Assessments: The contractor shall provide
technical editing of varying degrees to non-PFAS related assessments. The contractor shall
review reports provided by EPA to ensure correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation;
consistency of capitalization, spelling, and hyphenation; agreement of subjects and verbs;
check materials, especially tables, figures, units of measure, headings, etc. for consistency of
style and format; check placement of tables and figures; and check many other details of style.
The contractor shall cross-check references cited in the document to ensure that only those
references are included in the reference list. References in the reference list shall be reviewed
to ensure that they are complete, accurate, and properly formatted.

e The contractor shall make any necessary revisions and/or formatting corrections to non-PFAS

related assessments. The contractor shall use features of MS Word as needed (e.g., indexing,
generated Table of Contents, styles, text art, graphics). Placement of figures and tables,
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pagination, and visual checks of page layout shall be completed before a document is
submitted to EPA. Revisions made to documents shall be proofread to ensure consistency and
accuracy. The TOCOR shall provide the specific details of the technical support needed
through technical direction to the contractor.

TASK 4 — Provide Summary Reports and Presentations

Background: Pre-decisional processes require the collection and analysis of in-depth and issue-
specific technical research and analysis. The information is often needed in a summarized format to
give progress updates to internal management.

Task Description: The contractor shall provide a variety of summary materials for the purpose of
presenting information to and briefing internal management. Given the case-specific nature of these
requests, additional details/information regarding what these deliverables shall look like will be
provided via written technical direction. All final documents delivered shall be ADA 508-compliant
in MS Word, PDF, PowerPoint, Excel or other format as directed via written technical direction by
the TOCOR.

Subtask A. Fact Sheets
Subtask B. Visual Media

TASK 5 - Assist with Communication and Qutreach

The contractor shall assist with efforts to communicate information about water quality standards-
related actions to the public and key stakeholders. This includes development of communication
strategies that identify target audiences, messages to reach those audiences, and products appropriate
for each audience, in addition to identifying distribution mechanisms, and evaluating outreach efforts.

Sub Task 5.1: Assist and conduct five (5) webinars and prepare two (2) newsletters under this
current performance period

The contractor shall provide logistics support for five (3) webinars and two (2) newsletters under this
current performance period. The dates for these webinars and newsletter are still to be determined.

Webinar Support:
The contractor shall provide support to the EPA TOCOR with:
1. Pre-webinar
The contractor shall develop for each webinar the following materials:
e Webinar announcement;

e Contact presenters (12-15 presenters) and request short biography and presentation
materials;

e Set up the Adobe webinar with agenda (provided by the TOCOR), and presentation
materials.

e Set up and provide support for a webinar dry run with speakers.
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The contractor shall provide the EPA TOCOR with the above materials for review and approval.
Based on the TOCOR’s comments, through written technical direction, the contractor shall develop
the Final Preliminary Agenda, Announcement and Pre-Registration.

The Final Preliminary Agenda, Announcement and Pre-Registration shall be reviewed by the
Contractor to assure accuracy of information and shall contain no typographical errors and sent
electronically to all members and invited speakers.

The TOCOR will provide the contractor a list of items for the final agenda. The contractor shall

format the final agenda for the meeting. The Contractor shall provide the TOCOR a draft of the

agenda for review and approval. Based on the TOCOR’s written comments, the contractor shall
develop the final agenda.

The final agenda shall be reviewed by the contractor to assure accuracy of information and
typographical errors.

2. Webinar
The contractor shall provide logistics support throughout the webinar to:
e Provide the logistics at the beginning of the webinar;
e Muting and unmuting the phone lines;
e Record presentations and discussions for the post-meeting report.

3. Post-webinar

e The contractor shall deliver a draft meeting summary which shall include transcript of
audiotaping and the notes taken from the meeting. The TOCOR will review the draft
summary and provide comments to the contractor. After incorporating the TOCOR’s
comments, the contractor shall distribute the draft meeting summary to the speakers
for review before finalizing the meeting summary report. The contractor shall produce
a final draft based on the TOCOR’s and the speakers written comments. The
contractor shall send a copy of the final draft electronically, in the format specified, to
the TOCOR. After receiving comments from the TOCOR, the contractor shall finalize
the Meeting Summary Report. The summary reports shall be 508 compliant

Newsletter Support:

4. The contractor shall provide support to the TOCOR with developing two (2) 508-compliant
newsletters. The contractor shall develop draft summaries and include information provided
by webinar speakers, states, tribes, and EPA in the newsletter. The contractor shall submit
several interim drafts (frequency to be determined in consultation with the TOCOR) and a
draft final version of the MS version of the newsletter for EPA review. Once given direction
from EPA that the MS Word version of the newsletter is final, the contractor shall convert the
MS Word document to a 508-compliant PDF file.
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Sub Task 5.2 — Toxics Workshop Support:

The contractor shall assist TOCOR with regional Toxics Outreach Workshops (Workshops). It is
assumed that all Workshops will be conducted remotely. It is further assumed that support needs will
be similar to those provided during the first (Region 3 and 4) Toxics Outreach Workshop (conducted
September 2020). It is, however, also assumed that because the planning activities and content of
each subsequent Workshop will be similar to the Region 3 and 4 Workshop, there will be substantial
efficiencies gained in the planning of these subsequent Workshops. Consistent with the Region 3 and
4 Workshops, each planned Workshop will be expected to include contractor support for the
following activities:

1. Pre-Workshop

e Identification, planning, contact and coordination with non-Federal speakers (7-10
individuals) and meeting participants,

e Support with the selection and planning of web platform and logistics consistent with
conducting a remote Workshop,

e Support with the development of meeting materials including the agenda, workshop
information sheet, list of participants/presenter biographies, discussion questions and
other Workshop preparation materials for TOCOR approval,

e Distribution of materials and communications (primarily via email) to EPA regional
representatives, non-Federal speakers, and meeting participants,

e Preparation of presenters for use of web-based meeting platform (e.g., dry runs).

2. Workshop and Post-Workshop
e Facilitation support throughout the Workshop (assume 2.5 days),
e Technical support throughout the Workshop, including running the web platform and
all online activities, and technical support for the speakers,
¢ Conducting the post-Workshop survey and evaluation.

The contractor shall provide logistics support described above for a (1) Toxics Outreach Workshop
for Regions 1 and 2 (expected in Spring 2021), and up to three (3) additional (optional) Toxics
Outreach Workshops during this performance period, as structured according to the following
subtasks:

Sub Task 5.2.1 Outreach Workshop 1
The contractor shall provide logistics support for the Regions 1 and 2 Toxics Outreach Workshop
scheduled to occur in Spring 2021. The exact dates of this Workshop are to be determined.

Optional Sub Task 5.2.2 Optional Outreach Workshop 2
The contractor shall provide logistics support for one Toxics Outreach Workshop. The dates and
regions to be covered by this Workshop will be determined.

Optional Sub Task 5.2.3 Optional Qutreach Workshop 3
The contractor shall provide logistics support for one Toxics Outreach Workshop. The dates and
regions to be covered by this Workshop will be determined.
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Optional Sub Task 5.2.4 Optional Qutreach Workshop 4

The contractor shall provide logistics support for one Toxics Outreach Workshop. The dates and
regions to be covered by this Workshop will be determined.

E. SCHEDULE OF BENCHMARKS & DELIVERABLES:

Task/ DELIVERABLE Schedule
Subtask
Base Period
1 Monthly Progress Report and quality Per Contract requirements
assurance
Discuss with TOCOR within 20 calendar days
21 Information Quality Guidelines & after receipt of task order. IQG checklists due
) Information Quality Review with final deliverable (can be included with
QA materials).
3F Criteria Documents for 24 Due as requested by the TOCOR via written
) Contaminants technical direction
3F.1 Draft BAFs Due as reql‘leste.d by the TOCOR via written
technical direction
3F.1 Final BAFs Due as reql‘leste.d by the TOCOR via written
technical direction
3F.1 Health Assessment Due as requested by the TOCOR via written
o spreadsheet/documents technical direction
3F.1 GenX and PFBS Toxicity Values Due as requested by the TOCOR via written
o Documents technical direction
4 Presentations and Follow-up Due as requested by the TOCOR via written
Materials technical direction
5 Communication Sfratesies Due as reql‘leste.d by the TOCOR via written
technical direction
< | Webinar and Newsletter support TBD
5.2 Workshop support TBD
Task/ DELIVERABLE Schedule
Subtask
Option Period 1
1 Monthly Progress Report and quality Per Contract requirements
assurance
Discuss with TOCOR within 20 calendar days
21 Information Quality Guidelines & after receipt of task order. IQG checklists due
) Information Quality Review with final deliverable (can be included with
QA materials).
3F Criteria Documents for 24 Due as requested by the TOCOR via written
) Contaminants technical direction
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3F.1 Draft BAFs Due as reql‘leste.d by the TOCOR via written
technical direction

3F.1 Final BAFs Due as reql‘leste.d by the TOCOR via written
technical direction

3F.1 Health Assessment Due as requested by the TOCOR via written
o spreadsheet/documents technical direction

3F.1 GenX and PFBS Toxicity Values Due as requested by the TOCOR via written
o Documents technical direction

4 Presentations and Follow-up Due as requested by the TOCOR via written
Materials technical direction

5 Communivation Strategies Due as reql‘leste.d by the TOCOR via written
technical direction

5.1 Webinar and Newsletter support TBD

Draft written deliverable(s) for review by the TOCOR shall be prepared in accordance with the
schedule in the TO Schedule of Benchmarks and Deliverables.

Final written deliverable(s) shall be furnished in accordance with the schedule in the TO Schedule of
Benchmarks and Deliverables, after written comments are received from the TOCOR.

General Requirements of the Task Order and Schedule

Limitation of Contractor Activities: The contractor shall submit drafts of all deliverables to the
TOCOR for review prior to submission of the final product. These drafts will clearly specify the
methods, procedures, considerations, assumptions, relevant citations, data sources and data that
support any conclusions and recommendations. The contractor shall incorporate all TOCOR
comments into all final deliverables, unless otherwise agreed upon by the TOCOR. The contractor
shall adhere to all applicable EPA management control procedures as implemented by the EPA
Contracting Officer (CO), CLCOR, and TOCOR.

Deliverable Formatting: All memos, draft comments, summaries and responses, and chapters are to
be provided in electronic form using Word and/or Excel/Access, ArcView, or, in special cases
another software program agreed to by the TOCOR. Memos are to be written in a manner which will
make them easy to conform into draft chapters for the Final Report. For deliverables that are in Word
or pdf versions of Word documents, that are intended to be shared with management or the public, the
contractor shall use decimal align in all tables containing columns of numbers of varying digits,
whether decimal places are reported or not. All final materials, e.g., memos, chapters, etc. are to be
prepared only after receiving written technical direction from the TOCOR and formatted to be in
compliance with Section 508 Amendment to the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

The Contract level COR or an authorized individual is permitted to provide technical direction.
Technical direction must be within the statement of work of the contract and includes: (1) Direction
to the contractor which assists the contractor in accomplishing the PWS, (2) Comments on and
approval of reports or other deliverables. Technical direction will be issued in writing or confirmed in
writing within five (5) calendar days after verbal issuance. One copy of the technical direction
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memorandum will be forwarded to the Contracting Officer and the Contract Level Contracting
Officer Representative.

Work conducted under this Task Order shall not duplicate work conducted under any other Task
Order or Work Assignment under any other contract. As required, the EPA TOCOR will provide
technical direction in accordance with Clause H-19 of the contract, EPAAR 1552.237-71
TECHNICAL DIRECTION (AUG 2009) and the Contract Level Performance Work Statement
(PWS).

Confidential Business Information: For this Task Order, the contractor shall not be accessing any
Confidential Business Information (CBI).

Budget Reporting: The contractor shall report to the TOCOR and Contract Level COR (CLCOR)
when 85 percent of the total budget for this Task Order has been depleted.

TRAVEL: Some travel is anticipated under this Task order subtask 5.2. For cost estimate purposes,
for subtask 5.2, both the contractors’ travel and state representatives approximately 6 people per
workshops, for 3 workshops. Each workshop will be for 2 days. All travel under this Task Order shall
be in compliance with contract requirements.

PRINTING: All copying and printing shall be accomplished within the limitations of the printing
clause of the contract.

Identification as Contracting Staff: To avoid the perception that contractor personnel are EPA
employees, the contractor personnel shall be clearly identified as independent contractors of EPA
when participating in events with outside parties and prior to the start of any meeting. The contractor
personnel are prohibited from acting as the Agency’s official representative. When speaking with the
public, the contractor shall refer all interpretations of policy to the TOCOR.

Conference/Meeting Guidelines and Limitations: The EPA projects identified in this task order
(Subtask 5.2) will exceed a total cost of $20,000. Workshops expenses are all direct and indirect
costs paid by the government and include any associated authorized travel and per diem expenses,
room charges for official business, audiovisual use, light refreshments, registration fees, ground
transportation and other expenses as defined by the Federal Travel Regulations. All outlays for
conference preparation should be included, but the federal employee time for conference preparation
should not be included. After notifying EPA of the potential to reach this threshold, the Contractor
shall not proceed with the task(s) until authorized to do so by the Contracting Officer.

The EPA will assess Contractor performance in accordance with the Quality Assurance Surveillance
Plan (QASP), Attachment 1 to this PWS.

Attachments:
1. Contract Level QASP
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Attachment 2 QASP

ATTACHMENT 2
QUALITY ASSURANCE SURVEILLANCE PLAN

“Technical Support for Assessing, Managing, and Communicating the Ecological and Human
Health Risks of Contaminants in Water, Fish, and Sediments, and of Microbial Pathogens in
Surface Waters”

Purpose: The requirements performed under this contract are considered performance-based, focusing on the
Agency’s desired results and outcomes. The contractor shall be responsible for determining the most effective
means by which these requirements will be fulfilled. In order to fulfill the requirements, the contractor shall design
innovative processes and systems that can deliver the required services in a manner that will best meet the
Agency’s performance objectives. This performance-based requirement represents a challenge to the contractor to
develop and apply innovative and efficient approaches for achieving results and meeting or exceeding the
performance objectives, measures, and standards described below. The Contractor’s performance will be reflected
in the positive or negative evaluation offered by the Agency in the Contractor Performance Evaluation (CPE) which
is evaluated annually (per the “Contractor Performance Evaluation” clause in the contract). The TOCOR shall
submit a complete annual review of the areas outlined in the Quality Assurance Surveillance Plan (QASP), included

in the contract, which will then be utilized by the Contract Level Contracting Officer’s Representative (CL-COR) in
preparing the overall evaluations submitted annually in response to the CPE requirements in the contract. The
TOCOR for each individual task order will provide the review of the deliverables at the location specified in the

identified task order.

General Management and Administration

Performance Requirement

Measurable
Performance
Standards

Surveillance
Methods

Incentives/Disincentives

Management and
Communications:
The Contractor shall

Any issues that
impact project
schedules and/or cost

100% of active task
orders under the
contract will be

Unsatisfactory rating
under the category of
Business Relations in the

Services and deliverables shall
be in accordance with schedules

performance, 90% of
all submitted

maintain contact with the EPA shall be brought to reviewed by the EPA | Contractors Performance
Contracting Officer (CO), the attention of the TOCOR monthly Appraisal Review System
Contracting Officer’s appropriate EPA (via Monthly (CPARS) if two or more
Representative (COR), and Task TOCOR within 3 Progress Report) to incidents occur during an
Order COR (TOCOR) throughout | business days of identify unreported applicable period of
performance of the contract and occurrence. issues. The EPA performance when the
shall immediately bring potential TOCOR will report | Contractor does not meet
problems to the attention of the any issues to the the measurable
appropriate EPA TOCOR. In cases EPA COR, who will | performance standards.
where issues have a direct impact bring the issue(s) to
on project schedules and/or cost, the Contractor’s Fewer than two incidents
the Contractor shall provide attention through the | per contract period where
options for EPA’s consideration on EPA CO. the contractor does not
resolving or mitigating the meet the measurable
mpasts. performance standard will
be considered satisfactory
performance and will be
reported as such in the
CPARS Performance
Evaluation System under
the category of Business
Relations.
Timeliness: During any period of | 100% of active task Unsatisfactory rating

orders under the
contract will be

under the category of
Timeliness in the CPARS
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Attachment 2 QASP

stated in each task orders, unless
amended or modified by an
approved EPA action.

deliverables shall be
submitted no later
than one business
day past the due date.

reviewed by the EPA
TOCOR monthly
(via Monthly
Progress Report &
milestones
established for each
deliverable) to
compare actual
delivery dates against
the approved
delivery dates. The
EPA TOCOR will
report any issues to
the EPA COR, who
will bring the
issue(s) to the
Contractor’s
attention through the
EPA CO.

when the Contractor does
not meet the measurable
performance standards
during an applicable period
of performance.

A satisfactory rating will be
reported in the CPARS
Performance Evaluation
System under the category
of Timeliness if the
contractor meets the
measurable performance
standards.

Cost Management and
Control:

The Contractor shall monitor,
track and accurately report
level-of-effort, labor cost, and
other direct cost to EPA
through progress reports and
approved special reporting
requirements.

The Contractor shall assign
appropriately leveled and skilled
personnel to all tasks, practice
and encourage time management,
and ensure accurate and
appropriate timekeeping.

The Contractor shall
manage costs to the
level of the approved
ceiling on the task
orders. The
Contractor shall
notify the EPA
TOCOR/COR when
75% of the approved
funding ceiling for
the work assignment
is reached.

The EPA COR will
routinely meet with
the Contractor’s
Project Manager to
discuss the work
progress, and the
contract and
individual task order
expenditures. The
EPA COR shall
review the
Contractor’s
Monthly Progress
Reports and request
the TOCOR’s
verification of
expenditures and
technical progress
before authorizing
invoice payments.

Unsatisfactory rating
under the category of Cost
Control in the CPARS
when the Contractor does
not meet the measurable
performance standards
during an applicable period
of performance.

A satisfactory rating will be
reported in the CPARS
Performance Evaluation
System under the category
of Cost Control if the
contractor meets the
measurable performance
standards and accurately
reports the costs in the
progress reports according
to the requirements in the
“Reports of Work”
attachment to the Contract.

Technical Effort:

The analyses or products
developed by the Contractor shall
be factual, defensible, and based on
sound science and engineering.
All data shall be collected from
reputable sources; quality
assurance measures shall be
conducted in accordance with
contract and Agency requirements,
and any additional requirements
outlined in individual task orders
or technical directives. Any work
requiring the Contractor to provide
options or recommendations shall

All (100%) analyses
conducted for EPA
by the Contractor
must be factual and
based on sound
science and
engineering. All
analyses and
products (initial and
final drafts) shall
conform in format
and content to
requirements
specified by the
TOCOR in written

EPA will review all
analyses conducted
and products
prepared by the
Contractor and will
independently
consider their merit.
EPA may opt to peer
review analyses to
further validate their
merit.

Unsatisfactory rating
under the category of
Quality of Product or
Service in the CPARS
when the Contractor does
not meet the measurable
performance standards
during an applicable period
of performance, even after
review input and follow up
discussion by Agency
personnel.

A satisfactory rating will be
reported in the CPARS
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include the rationale used in
selecting the
option/recommendation and all
other options and
recommendations considered.

technical direction,
and should meet the
objectives stated in
the task order. All
initial draft
documents shall be
clearly written at a
level appropriate to
the targeted
audience. All
information shall be
factual, technically
sound, and accurate,
with data sources

Performance Evaluation
System under the category
of Quality of Product or
Service if the contractor
meets the measurable
performance standards.

identified.
Quality Assurance/Quality The Contractor shall | 100% of active task Unsatisfactory rating
Control (QA/QC): notify the EPA orders under the under the category of
The Contractor shall comply TOCOR of any contract will be Quality Assurance/Quality

with the quality assurance
requirements specified in EPA
Requirements for Quality
Assurance Project Plans
(http://www.epa.gov/quality/qgs-
docs/r5-final.pdf) and as
required by the EPA TOCOR.
The Contractor shall assign
appropriately leveled and
skilled technical and quality
assurance personnel to develop
a Quality Assurance Project
Plan (QAPP) for all tasks
requiring collection or use of
environmental data.

The QAPP shall be developed in
consultation with the EPA
TOCOR, and fully approved by
the appropriate EPA personnel,
before initiation of activities
involving environmental data
collection or use.

Any change in the planned
environmental data activities
that become necessary during
the course of the project shall be
fully documented in approved
revised versions of the QAPP
prior to their implementation.

issues that impact
project quality within
3 business days of
occurrence.

The Contractor shall
notify the EPA
TOCOR and COR
within 5 business
days of occurrence of
any requests to
collect or use
environmental data
without an EPA-
approved QAPP.

The Contractor shall
document all QA/QC
activities, including
compliance with the
quality objectives
specified in the
QAPP, in Monthly
Progress Reports.

reviewed by the EPA
TOCOR monthly
(via Monthly
Progress Report) to
assess contractor
compliance with the
approved QAPP, and
to identify
unreported issues
related to project
quality and requests
to collect or use
environmental data
without an EPA-
approved QAPP.
The EPA TOCOR
will report any issues
to the EPA QAO and
COR, who will bring
the issue(s) to the
Contractor’s
attention through the
EPA CO for
immediate
resolution.

Control in the CPARS if
more than three incidents
occur during an applicable
period of performance
when the Contractor does
not meet the measurable
performance standards.

A satisfactory rating will be
reported in the CPARS
Performance Evaluation
System under the category
of Quality
Assurance/Quality Control
if the contractor meets the
measurable performance
standards.
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1 4

2. AMENDMENT/MODIFICATION NO. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE 4. REQUISITION/PURCHASE REQ. NO. 5. PROJECT NO. (If applicable)
PO0O0O1 See Block 16C PR-OW-21-00171
6. ISSUED BY CODE |cAD 7. ADMINISTERED BY (if other than ltem 6) CODE |
CAD
US Environmental Protection Agency
26 West Martin Luther King Drive
Mail Code: W136
Cincinnati OH 45268-0001
8. NAME AND ADDRESS OF CONTRACTOR (No., street, county, State and ZIP Code) x) 9A. AMENDMENT OF SOLICITATION NO.
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10306 EATON PL STE 340
FAIRFAX VA 220302201
< 10A. MODIFICATION OF CONTRACT/ORDER NO.
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CODE 198549560 FACILITY CODE 03/25/2021
11. THIS ITEM ONLY APPLIES TO AMENDMENTS OF SOLICITATIONS
[JThe above numbered solicitation is amended as set forth in Item 14. The hour and date specified for receipt of Offers [Jis extended.  [Jis not extended.
Offers must acknowledge receipt of this amendment prior to the hour and date specified in the solicitation or as amended , by one of the following methods: (a) By completing
Iltems 8 and 15, and returning copies of the amendment; (b) By acknowledging receipt of this amendment on each copy of the offer submitted ; or (c) By

separate letter or electronic communication which includes a reference to the solicitation and amendment numbers. FAILURE OF YOUR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO BE
RECEIVED AT THE PLACE DESIGNATED FOR THE RECEIPT OF OFFERS PRIOR TO THE HOUR AND DATE SPECIFIED MAY RESULT IN REJECTION OF YOUR
OFFER. If by virtue of this amendment you desire to change an offer already submitted , such change may be made by letter or electronic communication, provided

each letter or electronic communication makes reference to the solicitation and this amendment, and is received prior to the opening hour and date specified.

12. ACCOUNTING AND APPROPRIATION DATA (if required) Net Increase: $25,000.00
See Schedule

13. THIS ITEM ONLY APPLIES TO MODIFICATION OF CONTRACTS/ORDERS. IT MODIFIES THE CONTRACT/ORDER NO. AS DESCRIBED IN ITEM 14.

_CHECKONE | A THIS CHANGE ORDER IS ISSUED PURSUANT TO: (Specify authority) THE CHANGES SET FORTH IN ITEM 14 ARE MADE IN THE CONTRACT
ORDER NO. IN ITEM 10A

B. THE ABOVE NUMBERED CONTRACT/ORDER IS MODIFIED TO REFLECT THE ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES (such as changes in paying office,
appropriation data, etc.) SET FORTH IN ITEM 14, PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY OF FAR 43.103(b).

C. THIS SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT IS ENTERED INTO PURSUANT TO AUTHORITY OF:

D. OTHER (Specify type of modification and authority)
X Unilateral Mod: Incremental Funding FAR 52.232-22 Limitation of Funds

E. IMPORTANT: Contractor is not [lis required to sign this document and return copies to the issuing office.

14. DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT/MODIFICATION (Organized by UCF section headings, including solicitation/contract subject matter where feasible.)
DUNS Number: 198549560

TOCOR: Shamima Akhter
The Reason for this Modification is to Obligate Funding for Item 0001.

Obligated Amount for this Modification: $25,000.00
New Total Obligated Amount for this Award: $202,873.00

CHANGES FOR LINE ITEM NUMBER: 1

Obligated Amount for this Modification: $25,000.00

Incremental Funded Amount changed from $177,873.00 to $202,873.00
Continued ...

Except as provided herein, all terms and conditions of the document referenced in Iltem 9 A or 10A, as heretofore changed, remains unchanged and in full force and effect.
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SICHATURE 04 / 05 / 2021
(Signature of person authorized to sign) (Signature of Contracting Officer)
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NAME OF OFFEROR OR CONTRACTOR
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Cost Organization
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Amount: $25,000.00
Percent: 7.0889

Subject To Funding: N
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RTP Finance Center
US Environmental Protection Agency
RTP-Finance Center (AA216-01)
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www2 .epa.gov/financial/contracts
Durham NC 27711

Payment:
RTP Finance Center
US Environmental Protection Agency
RTP-Finance Center (AA216-01)
109 TW Alexander Drive
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Durham NC 27711
Period of Performance: 03/25/2021 to 03/24/2022
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SECTION B - Supplies or Services/Prices
B-1 Local Clauses EPA-B-32-103 LIMITATION OF GOVERNMENT'S OBLIGATION

(a) Severable services may be incrementally funded. Non-severable services shall not be incrementally funded.
Contract line item 0001 is severable and may be incrementally funded. For this item, the sum of $202,873.00 of the
total price is presently available for payment and allotted to this item.

(b) For items identified in paragraph (a) of this clause, the Contractor agrees to perform up to the point at which the
total amount payable by the Government, including reimbursement in the event of termination of those items for the
Government's convenience, approximates the total amount currently allotted for those items to the contract. The
Contractor shall not continue work on those items beyond that point. Subject to the clause entitled "Termination for
Convenience of the Government," the Government will not be obligated, under any circumstances, to reimburse the
Contractor in excess of the amount payable by the Government in the event of the termination of applicable contract
line items for convenience including costs, profit, and estimated termination costs for those line items.

(c) Notwithstanding the dates specified in the allotment schedule in paragraph (h) of this clause, the Contractor will
notify the Contracting Officer, in writing, at least 10 days prior to the date when, in the Contractor's best judgment,
the work will reach the point at which the total amount payable by the Government, including any cost for
termination for convenience, will approximate 85 percent of the total amount currently allotted to the contract for
performance of the applicable items. The notification will state (1) the estimated date when that point will be
reached and (2) an estimate of additional funding, if any, needed to continue performance of the applicable line
items up to the next scheduled date for the allotment of funds identified in paragraph (a) of this clause, or to a
substitute date as determined by the Government pursuant to paragraph (d) of this clause. If, after such notification,
additional funds are not allotted by the date identified in the Contractor's notification, or by an agreed substitute
date, the Contracting Officer will terminate any item(s) for which additional funds have not been allotted, pursuant
to the clause entitled "Termination for Convenience of the Government."

(d) The parties contemplate that, subject to the availability of appropriations, the Government may allot additional
funds for continued performance of the contract line items identified in paragraph (a) of this clause and will
determine the estimated period of contract performance which will be covered by the funds. If additional funds are
allotted, the Contracting Officer will notify the Contractor in writing. The Contractor shall not resume performance
of the contract line items identified in paragraph (a) until the written notice is received. The provisions of paragraphs
(b) through (d) of this clause will apply in like manner to the additional allotted funds and to the new estimated
period of contract performance. The contract will be modified accordingly.

(e) The Government may, at any time prior to termination, allot additional funds for the performance of the contract
line items identified in paragraph (a) of this clause.

(f) The termination provisions of this clause do not limit the rights of the Government under the clause entitled
"Default”. The provisions of this clause are limited to the work and allotment of funds for the contract line items set
forth in paragraph (a) of this clause. This clause no longer applies once the contract is fully funded.

(g) Nothing in this clause affects the right of the Government to otherwise terminate this contract pursuant to the
contract clause entitled "Termination for Convenience of the Government".

(h) The parties contemplate that the Government may obligate funds to this contract in accordance with the
following schedule:



RECAPITULATION:

RECAPITULATION OF FUNDING TO DATE
CONTRACT NO. 6BHERC20D0016
TASK ORDER NO. 68HERC21F0175

BASE Period of Performance - FROM 3/25/2021 through 3/24/2022

FUNDING ACTION FUNDING

Total BASE Period Amount: $ 352,663.98
Initial Incremental Funding: $ 177,873.00
Funding Added this Mod: $ 25,000.00
Balance Unfunded $ 149,790.98




